PRESERVATION AND CONSERVATION OF LAND

Preamble: Historically, the environmental movement has emphasized three tracks: 1) conserva-
tion; 2) changing consumptive habits; and 3) regulating, eliminating, and reducing the production
of harmful substances.

Conservation: In the 19th and 20th centuries the efforts of John Muir and Teddy Roosevelt laid
the foundation for conservationists. An outgrowth of their efforts was the creation of national parks
and an appreciation of the intrinsic value of our natural resources.

Consumption: The second track relates to the adjusting of consumer habits. Efforts to “reduce,
reuse and recycle” and the use of Compact Florescent Bulbs illustrate this trend.

Precautionary & Cost: The third track attempts to alter the production of substances that are
harmful to people and the environment. If “an activity raises threats of harm to human health or
the environment, precautionary measures should be taken even if some cause and effect relation-
ships are not fully established scientifically.” This track strives to learn if we have “hidden” costs,
placed on the public and government for resource development and production. “Hidden” costs
can include tax subsidies and adverse health problems experienced by residents and workers.
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SOME STARTING POINTS FOR OUR CONVERSATION

Environmental regulation and preservation programs protect people in communities and workplaces.
They can preserve or restore the health of our air, water, and land. Successful regulation limits or
stops environmental destruction, supports restoration, and reduces or eliminates the production of
harmful substances. Preservation of land and resources provides long-term protection and can also
create opportunities for recreation and tourism that can strengthen local economies.

How can regulation and preservation lead to new economic opportunities and ensure the long-term
health of the environment? The recently departed Senator Robert C. Byrd said that we “can choose
to anticipate change and adapt to it, or resist and be overrun by it.” How can we invest in Appala-
chian people, communities and infrastructure and protect the environment for future generations?



